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THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, CAMBRIDGE. 
By THOMAS WM. HUCK, F.L.A. Librarian Literary and 

Scientific Institution, Saffron Walden. 
○ ○ ○ 

TH E earliest catalogue of Cambridge University documents was 
compiled by Mr. William Rysley, in 1420. Most of the 
documents enumerated in this list are still extant. An 

interesting List of the Documents in the University Registry, from the 
year 1266 to the year 1544, was communicated to the Cambridge 
Antiquarian Society by the Rev. H. R. Luard, B.D., then University 
Registrar, on March 6th, 1876. From this, it appears that " T h e 
earliest document which the University possesses is so late as the year 
1266. The earliest in the Record office is dated 16th July, 13 Hen. 
I I I . , i.e. 1229. This is a permission to scholars of the University of 
Paris to come to England, and remain for purposes of study." 

By the command of the King—Henry III .—no student was 
allowed to remain, who was not under the tutorship of a master of the 
schools. 

There are records of books in the schools or colleges long before 
the University possessed a common library. It was not till the middle 
of the fourteenth century that Nigel de Thornton presented the first 
plot of land to the University. By the end of that century the first 
University building had been erected. It consisted of a Common 
Hall, a University Chapel and a Divinity School. This building has 
since been utilised as the Catalogue Room of the University Library. 

The two earliest lists of books in the library are preserved in a 
parchment book in its primitive binding of boards covered with leather, 
bearing the title Registrum Librorum et Scriptorum, 1473. These two 
lists were communicated to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society on 17th 
November, 1862, by Mr. Henry Bradshaw, then University librarian. 
The earliest entry in the Registrum is an inventory of goods belonging 
to the University in the reign of Henry V. This occupies the second 
quire, the first quire containing an inventory of the library, made in 
1473. An earlier list of books which Mr. Bradshaw attributed to 1424 
or earlier occupies part of the second and following quires whilst the 
end of the volume contains a list of the documents in the registry, 
written by Matthew Wren. The earlier list is classified and gives the 
donor's name with each entry. Of the seventy-six volumes which form 
the original entry, sixteen were given by Richard Holme, Warden of 
King's Hall, who died at Cambridge in 1424, and whose will dated 
18th April and proved 22nd May the same year, was printed by the 
Surtees Society in Test. Ebor., Volume 1., p. 405. An entry also 
appears under the name of Thomas de Castro Bernardi who was 
probably the twelfth Master of Peterhouse and who was succeeded to 

Vol. XIII. New Series 57. March, 1911. 
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that post by John Holbroke in 1418. All the books given by the 
latter are lost but some of those given by Richard Holme, notably a 
copy of Chaucer's translation of Boethius' De Consolations Philosophiœ, 
still remain. 

The list is headed "Registrum librorum per varios benefactores 
comuni librarie vniuersitatis Cantebr' collat'," and is arranged under 
the following main divisions :—Biblia, Libri Theologie disputate, Libri 
moralis phie., Libri phie. naturalis, Libri medicinalis phie., Libri logice, 
Libri Poetrie (no entries under this heading), Libri Sophisticates, Libri 
gramaticales, Libri Cronicales, Libri Juris Canonici. 

The entries in this list vary considerably in point of time, but it is 
improbable that any entries were made in it after the opening of the 
Common Library. Henry VI. granted the manors of Ruyslep and 
Northwood towards the support of the library in 1439, and it is probable 
that the building was ready some time during the year 1444. 

On the Feast of St. Hugh, 17th November of that year, a book was 
entered as "primus liber donatus in ordine." 

There are still some books in the library presented in 1444 by 
Walter Crome, D.D., which do not appear in the list just mentioned. 
From this it appears that the list is an account of the donations 
received before the library was actually ready to receive them. After 
Crome's donation of the volume of St. Augustine, which was the work 
entered "primus liber donatus in ordine," books seem to have been 
given freely. By 25th, June, 1452, ninety-three books had been 
received, " e t est in numero librorum donatorum 93." 

John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester, designed a gift of books in 1470. 
Our second list, dated 1473, enumerates 330 books. The heading 

is "Registrum Mri Radulphi Songer et Ric1 Cokeram Procuratorum 
Cant' compilatum A° dn1 Milmo C.C.C.C.mo lxx° tercio." It is arranged 
in accordance with the shelving of the books and commences :— 
" I n primo staulo cois librarie in parte boriali continentur xixcim libri 
quorum primus est 

Prescianus 
cuius 2m fo. diffiniunt." 

This list gives an account of the contents of the library just before 
Thomas Scott of Rotherham presented 200 books. Rotherham was 
Chancellor of the University for several years at intervals between 
1469-1485. He was the first Fellow of King's, and was successively 
Bishop of Rochester (1468), Lincoln (1471), and Archbishop of York 
(1480-1500). Besides his gift of books to the University Library, some 
of which bear his name and the date 1484, Archbishop Scott built the 
fourth side of the quadrangle. 

To return to the list, one would find it interesting to compare it with 
a similar list compiled exactly a century later by Matthew Stokys(1514-
1591). It is also interesting as a guide to the relative importance of 
the various subjects studied at Cambridge. On investigating the classes 
alloted to each subject we find that the last four classes on each side of 
the room were devoted to Theology, represented by Bible texts and the 
works of the leading commentators, whilst only one class was set apart 
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for Theologia disputata. Three classes were alloted to Canon Law and 
one each to Civil Law, Moral Philosophy, Natural Philosophy, and 
Logic and Grammar. 

It is interesting to note that Erasmus was teaching in the Divinity 
School at Cambridge about 1521. 

In 1529 Cuthbert Tunstal, Bishop of London presented the. Com-
phitensian Bible and some early Greek books, including some of the 
earliest Greek manuscripts in the library. These bear his autograph 
inscription at the beginning: Cuthebertus Londoniensis episcopus studiosis 
dono dedit 

At the commencement of the reign of Edward VI., in 1547, the 
Common Library was practically cleared, and during the next forty 
years it was used as a second Divinity School. An attempt to revive 
an interest in the library was made on the accession of Elizabeth, by 
the Vice-Chancellor, who had the windows repaired and a new lock 
fitted on the door. This effort, however, fell flat, and during the first 
fifteen years of this reign, the total expenditure on the library amounted 
to £1 6s. 8d. By the year 1574, there were only about 180 volumes 
in the library. In that year Dr. Andrew Perne, the learned Master of 
Peterhouse and Dean of Ely commenced a successful movement to 
restore the library. Dr. Perne, who was on terms of intimacy with 
Archbishop Parker, wrote to the registrary of the university, asking for 
a list of the books in the library, because he hoped the Archbishop 
would do something for it. This list is the one previously mentioned 
as compiled by Matthew Stokys, who had been appointed registrary in 
1558. About the same time Dr. Caius published his Historia, which 
also contained a list of the books in the library. As a result of Dr. 
Perne's appeal to the Archbishop, 100 carefully selected volumes were 
despatched to the university library from the Archbishop's collection 
and among them were twenty-five thick volumes made up from some of 
his choicest manuscripts. The Archbishop's example was followed 
almost immediately by Bishop Pilkington, of Durham, Bishop Horne, 
of Winchester, and the Lord Keeper—Sir Nicholas Bacon. 

William James, who matriculated as a pensioner of Peterhouse in 
May, 1562. was appointed librarian in July, 1577, at an annual stipend 
of £10. He was the first member of the university to be appointed 
librarian, and he retained the position till Midsummer, 1581. In this 
year, Theodore Beza, then Rector of the University of Geneva, sent 
three books, one of which still remains in the library and is one of its 
greatest treasures, viz.: Cadex Bezae. Bishop Barnes, of Durham, also 
presented some volumes this year. An interesting entry in the Vice-
Chancellor's accounts for 1584-5 proves that Dr. Perne always kept the 
interests of the library before him. In the accounts a payment is 
entered "for a carte to bring certayne written book is from Peter howse 
to the schooles, gyven by Mr. Dr. Perne to the librarye," another 
payment is "for twoe that did helpe to lade and vnlade the same." 

On his death in 1589, Dr. Perne left to the library "all the old 
doctors and historians in written hand in parchment or paper that he 
had at Cambridge or Ely." A great gilt of medical books was made 
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by Dr. Lorkin, Regius Professor, in 1591, and Lord Lumley, a great 
book-lover sent a number of duplicates from his library, many of which 
had belonged to Archbishop Cranmer, and contain his autograph 
"Thomas Cantuarien," in 1598. 

The next great benefaction consisted of the oriental manuscripts 
from the library of Erpenius, who had died in 1625. These manuscripts 
were purchased by George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham and Chancellor 
of the University, who was assassinated in 1628. His intention of 
presenting the collection to the library was carried out by his widow in 
1632. He had announced his intention of building a new library at a 
cost of £7,000 and of presenting it to the university, but this scheme 
was frustrated by his untimely death. 

About 1640 another scheme for providing a new library building, 
was proposed after a plan designed by Dr. Cosin, then Master of 
Peterhouse, and a subscription list was commenced. This project was 
dropped at the commencement of the Civil War. Despite this, the 
interest in the library appears to have been sustained, for in 1646 the 
University took advantage of the abolition of episcopacy to petition 
Parliament that Archbishop Bancroft's library might be transferred 
from Lambeth to Cambridge in accordance with the provisions of his 
will. The following year the petition was granted and the Bancroft 
library remained at Cambridge till 1662 when it was returned to 
Lambeth in response to the claims of Archbishop Juxon. 

On the 24th March, 1647, the Commons passed a resolution to 
spend £2,000 on building a new library, but the vote apparently did 
not pass the Lords. The next year Parliament voted £500 for the 
purchase of oriental works. These works which had formerly belonged 
to an Italian Rabbi, named Isaac Pragi, formed the basis of the 
Hebrew collection. Its purchase was entrusted to Selden and 
Lightfoot. Abraham Wheelock (1593-1653) whose name is variously 
spelt as Wheelocke, Whelocke, Whelock and Wheloc, was appointed 
librarian and amanuensis in 1629. Bradshaw said of him "There are 
traces of his hand almost throughout the collection as it existed in his 
day, and the library seems to have been well used and well cared for 
during his term of office." He was succeeded on his death by William 
Moore or More (1590-1659). It was during Moore's tenure of office 
that the library received the remarkable collection of Waldensian books 
and papers from Sir Samuel Morland, Cromwell's envoy to the Duke 
of Saxony. From a "Letter of Dr. John Worthing, February 10th, 
1657, in the Collection of Baker," we learn that Moore was " a grave 
man of great experience, was seven years ordering the books, in writing 
out several catalogues, and hath brought order out of confusion." 
Probably Wheelock, the previous librarian, was entitled to some of the 
credit bestowed on Moore. Hartshorne says that "William More, a 
fellow of Caius and library keeper collected the University Statutes 
into one body, and made a catalogue of all the manuscripts, except the 
oriental ones; 'noting,' as his biographer says, (what is certainly no 
wonderful thing to accomplish) every word with his own hand 
notwithstanding the sharpness of the disease he then had upon him." 
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Dr. Holdsworth, Master of Emmanuel, died in 1649, and left his 
library to the University. This was received in 1663, being brought 
from London in the cases used to take the Bancroft collection back to 
Lambeth. It was very rich in Divinity and early Reformation tracts 
and pamphlets. 

The University became entitled to a copy of every work published 
in the kingdom, by an Act of Charles II . , passed in 1662. The library 
was further enriched on the death of Mr. Lucas in 1664. He 
bequeathed his library of more than four thousand volumes. The 
Lucas collection was rich in History and Topography. The withdrawal 
of the Bancroft collection and the sudden increase in the stock on 
receipt of Dr. Holdsworth and Mr. Lucas's libraries necessitated the 
re-arrangement and re-cataloguing of the whole library. This work 
was carried on by Isaac Dobson who succeeded William Moore as 
library keeper, then by Richard Pearson (c. 1667) and Mr. Mansfield 
(c. 1684). 

About one thousand volumes were left to the library in 1670 by 
Bishop Hacket who requested that duplicates should be sold and other 
books procured with the money. The first endowment of the library 
was made in 1666, when Mr. Rustat gave £1,000 which was invested 
in land with a view to producing a sure income to be expended on 
books. 

In 1697 there appeared a very valuable catalogue of some of the 
leading collections of manuscripts in the British Isles. It was chiefly 
edited by Dr. Edward Bernard (1638-1696) and was entitled Catalogi 
librorum manuscriptorum Anglice et Hibemiœ in unum collecti cum 
indict alphabelico. [Oxoniæ, e Theatro Sheldoniano, 1697, fol.] 

This interesting compilation did not catalogue all the manuscripts 
in the University Library at Cambridge. It dealt more fully with the 
various College Libraries. About two-fifths of the first volume dealt 
with the manuscripts in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. Then 
followed the lists of manuscripts in the Oxford Colleges, and the first 
volume concluded with the Cambridge manuscripts. The first part of 
volume I I . was devoted to manuscripts in the Cathedral Libraries and 
in private collections, the second part being devoted to Irish collections. 
For inclusion in this latter part of volume I I . a list of the manuscripts 
in Trinity College, Dublin, was commenced about 1688. This list of 
about 720 manuscripts occupies about 33 pages. 

Each section of this catalogue had a separate index. It is un
fortunate that the University Library at Cambridge was not dealt with 
as fully as the Bodleian at Oxford in this work, for, after all these years, 
the catalogue has not been entirely superseded at Oxford. 

On his death in 1709, William Worts left his estate at Landbeach 
to the University ; certain specified amounts had to be paid for univer
sity purposes and the remainder of the income was to be devoted to 
the library. Six years later (1715) George I. purchased for six thousand 
guineas the library of John Moore, Bishop of Ely (1646-1714) and 
presented it to the University Library. 
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Oxford had become the Jacobite capital of England during the 
Hanoverian rule and it became necessary to send troops to put down 
the Jacobite riots about the same time as Bishop Moore's Library was 
sent to Cambridge. This coincidence gave rise to an epigram which 
Johnson was fond of quoting. Mrs. Piozzt says : "Johnson having 
repeated with an air of triumph the famous epigram written by Dr. 
Trapp (the first professor of poetry) :— 

Our royal master saw, with heedful eyes, 
The wants of his two universities ; 
Troops he to Oxford sent, as knowing why 
That learned body wanted loyalty ; 
But books to Cambridge gave, as well discerning 
How that right loyal body wanted learning. 

Which, says Sir William Browne, the physician, might well be answered 
thus :— 

The king to Oxford sent his troop of horse, 
For Tories own no argument but force ; 
With equal care to Cambridge books he sent, 
For Whigs allow no force but argument. 

Mr. Johnson did him the justice to say, it was one of the happiest 
extemporaneous productions he ever met with." 

It is said that before his death, Bishop Moore had offered the 
collection to the Earl of Oxford for £8,000. The reason that it was 
not purchased appears to have been that :—"My lord wanted receipts 
of Havley before the books were delivered, which was never done 
before." 

The extent of this collection was given by Hartshorne: "From a 
note in the handwriting of Baker, who had the particulars from Dr. 
Knight, Dean of Ely, an intimate friend of the Bishop's— 

The books in folio were 6,725 
„ „ quarto ,, 8,200 
„ „ octavo „ 14,040 

Printed volumes 28,965 
Manuscripts 1790 

30,755" 

The collection was rich in British History, Theology, Classics, and 
early English Topography. In their address of thanks for the gift, 
which was received in September 1715, the Vice-Chancellor and 
Senate spoke of it as "worthy to bear the title of the donor, and to be 
for ever styled ' T h e Royal Library.'" John Laughton, M.A., Trinity 
College, who had been library keeper since 1707 was succeeded by 
Philip Brooke, Fellow of St. Johns, in 1712. It was during his 
librarianship that the "Royal Library" was received. Brooke was 
succeeded in 1718 by Thomas Macro, M.A., Caius, who in his turn 
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was succeeded by Samuel Hadderton, M.A., Fellow of Trinity College, 
in 1721. In this same year Conyers Middleton, D.D. (1683-1750) was 
appointed first Protobibliothecarius or Principal Librarian with a salary 
of £50 per annum. This appointment, although justified by the 
accession of the "Royal Library," was probably made to compensate 
Middleton who had been mulcted in heavy legal costs in connection 
with his quarrel with Bentley. On his appointment he drew up a little 
book on the arrangement of the library which was reprinted in his 
Miscellaneous Works, Volume IV., pp. 74-82 (1755). It was entitled 
Bibliothecœ Cantabrigiensis Ordinandœ Methodus quœdam, quam 
Domino Procancellario Senatuique Academico considerandam et perfici-
endam officii et pietatis ergo proponit. 1723. 

The first part of this work dealt with the arrangement of the books 
in the library, the second dealt with the entries in the catalogue. In 
the scheme of classification the main classes suggested were : Theology, 
including Sacred and Ecclesiastical History; Profane History, including 
Literary History; Civil Law; Philosophy; Mathematics; Natural 
History ; Medicine ; Polite Literature (Literte Humaniores) including 
a section for Miscellanies which are difficult to place under any of the 
other headings given. 

Middleton contended that an alphabetical catalogue of books 
arranged in classes constituted two catalogues, an alphabetical and a 
subject. 

"Hujusmodi igitur duplicem catalogum [sc. ordine librorum 
classico, authorumque alphabetico] non describi modo, sed in publica 
literarum commoda typis etiam mandari vellem ; ut locupletissimæ 
bibliothecæ fructus cum viris omnium gentium eruditis candide et 
ingenue communicemus." 

Middleton was succeeded in 1751 by Francis Sawyer Parris, D.D. 
It was during the librarianship of Parris that the new building, on the 
site of Rotherham's building was erected (1755-58). The cost of this, 
£10,500 was nearly all obtained in subscriptions, the majority of which 
are said to have been bribes. Cole referring to them, said, "Probably 
most of the Clerical Subscribers, and possibly many of the Layity, put 
in here as into a Lottery of the Duke of Newcastle's Formation. Trans
lations, Places, and Preferments were what was fished for, and many 
succeeded to their Heart's Desire." 

James Nasmith (1740-1808) compiled a catalogue of the manu
scripts in the University Library in two manuscript volumes with 
indexes. He had previously edited Catalogus Librorum MSS. quos 
Collegio Corporis Christi et B. Mariœ Virginis in Academia Canta-
bri«iensi legavit Malthaeus Parker, Arch. Cantuar [Edidit Jacobus 
Nasmith, A.M. Cantab.] 1777, 4t0. This catalogue ran to 458 pages 
including the title, dedication, preface, corrigenda and index. It was 
prefixed with a portrait of Archbishop Parker. In the preface Nasmith 
said, "Credidi igitur et Collegii famæ et reverendissimi benefactoris 
memoriæ, orbisque litterarii commodo me consulturum, si horas 
subsecivas in tanto antiquitatum ecclesiasticarum et civilium thesauro 
eruendo describendoque consumerem." 
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Dr. Edmund Law (1703-1787), who was recommended by the 
Duke of Grafton to the bishopric of Carlisle in 1768, succeeded Parris 
as Principal Librarian in 1760. H e was a zealous student, more 
adapted to close study than to making the library available for others. 
He was succeeded in the library by John Barnardiston in 1769. Little 
is known of Barnardiston, who was succeeded in 1778 by Richard 
Farmer (1735-1797), Master of Emmanuel College. Farmer was a 
keen book-collector. His contemporaries said he had three loves and 
three hates ; he loved old port, old clothes, and old books, and he 
could not be persuaded to rise in the morning, to go to bed at night, or 
to pay an account. Had he been a little more diligent his name 
would doubtless have been better known to-day. On his death in 1797 
Thomas Kerrich (1748-1828), was appointed Principal Librarian. 
During Kerrich's librarianship, a return was made to the House of 
Commons of the books received, in pursuance of the Copyright Act, 
from Stationers' Hall, which it had not been deemed necessary to keep 
in the library. The list, which was made in 1818 and contained such 
books received since 1814, was so minute and detailed that Turner's 
Real Japan Blacking, a Label, and similar entries appeared. Macray 
says that the "Return (which is much more detailed than that from 
Oxford) shows a recklessness of rejection which speaks little for the 
judgment of librarians for the time being." 

The direct result of the return was the rendering effective of the 
copyright privilege. John Lodge succeeded Kerrich in 1828. The 
following year the Rev. C. H. Hartshorne's Book Rarities in the 
University of Cambridge appeared. Several attempts had been made 
to obtain a printed catalogue, but the funds had never been forthcoming. 
As early as 1678 a syndicate had been formed and further unsuccessful 
attempts had been made in 1776 and 1818. This work, which of course 
had no pretensions to a catalogue, broke ground in 1829. It com
mences with a cursory history of the University Library, followed by a 
select list of Early Printed Classics, this in turn being followed by lists 
of books printed by the best known early printers. The volume, which 
is well indexed, also contains select lists of early printed books in some 
of the college libraries. A collective catalogue of the books in the 
Public (University) Library and in the College Libraries was advocated 
in the Retrospective Review for 1828. [2nd Series, volume II., p . 497.] 

" I f the catalogue of the Cambridge Public Library be printed, we 
earnestly pray that such books as are wanting in it, but occur in the 
private colleges, may be inserted, so that at one glance it may be seen 
what works on any subject are contained in the university." 

The old quadrangle of King's College on the west side was 
purchased in 1829 for £12,000. This had become useless to its 
previous owners when they removed to their new buildings on the south 
side of the chapel. After eight years had been spent in discussing 
various schemes for new buildings, the plans of Mr. Cockerell were 
selected and the great north wing known as Cockerell's Building was 
eventually completed in 1842. 
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Joseph Power (1798-1868) was appointed principal librarian in 
1845 on the resignation of Lodge. His opposing candidate for the 
position was the Rev. J. J. Smith, a very industrious person in which 
virtue he excelled Power. It was said that the Senate had to choose 
between work without Power, and Power without work. Power gave 
much valuable evidence before the Cambridge University Commission 
during the years 1844-1850. He resigned the office in 1864. The 
Rev. Henry Richards Luard edited a Catalogue of MSS. in Cambridge 
University Library, which appeared in four volumes during the years 
1856-61. Luard also compiled an Index to this catalogue which was 
issued in 1871. When Power resigned the librarianship in 1864, Henry 
Bradshaw (1831-1886) was pressed to stand, but he declined. The 
celebrated Latinist, J. E. B. Mayor, was appointed, but on his resignation 
three years later Bradshaw was elected without opposition. He had 
first been appointed an assistant in 1856, but resigning in 1858 he was 
again appointed, to assist in the compilation of the catalogue of manu
scripts the following year. Bradshaw did much pioneer work in the 
fields of bibliographical research. He was most versatile, almost 
encyclopædic in book lore, and he resurrected many hidden treasures 
from the collection under his charge. He died suddenly in 1886. The 
south-west wing was built during the first year of his librarianship by 
Sir G. G. Scott. In 1889 a bequest of £10,000 was made by the 
Rev. E. G. Hancock, M.A. This defrayed the cost of the extreme 
western wing which was completed the following year after the designs 
of Mr. J. L. Pearson, R.A. The work included the encasing of the old 
King's College Gateway which had been begun in 1444 and left 
unfinished since that time. 

The present librarian, Dr. Jenkinson, was appointed in 1889, in 
succession to Mr. W. R. Smith, Bradshaw's successor. The work of 
the library has been increased enormously under the present librarian. 
In 1902 a library of fifty-nine thousand volumes was presented to the 
University by Viscount Morley of Blackburn. This collection had 
been formed by Lord Acton, and on his death it was purchased by 
Dr. Andrew Carnegie, who presented it to John (now Lord Morley). 
It is essentially a specialists' library and consists entirely of historical 
works. Sir Thomas Wade, G.C.M.G., had presented his unique 
collection of books relating to China, Korea, Japan, and the 
Malay Peninsula in 1888. Several other smaller, but still valuable 
collections, have been received in comparatively recent times, notably 
the Taylor-Schechter Hebrew manuscripts and the Buxton manuscripts. 
There are also the Venn collection of books on Logic and the Ritschl 
collection of classical pamphlets. 

The printed books alone occupy more than sixteen miles of 
shelves, and the library contains more than three thousand Incunabula. 
An important contribution to the bibliography of early printed books 
was published by the Cambridge University Press during the years 
1901-6. It is entitled Early Printed Books in the University Library, 
Cambridge (1475-1640). The first three volumes appeared during 
1901-2-3, the last, which contained the Indexes appeared in 1906. 
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The first part consists of Incunabula. It is divided into books printed 
at Westminster, Oxford, St. Albans and London, in England, and 
books printed at Bruges, Cologne, Venice, Antwerp, Louvain, Paris, 
Rouen, Basle, Deventer, and one place unknown, abroad. 

In 1903 the library acquired the lower part of the north wing, 
which had previously been occupied by the Geological Museum. By 
the munificence of the Goldsmith's Company of London, who 
presented £5,000, this has been equipped with modern iron shelving 
which is estimated to hold about four hundred and sixty thousand 
volumes. The annual accessions are said to occupy over a quarter of 
a mile of shelves. These accessions are listed in a Bulletin (weekly) 
containing titles of new books added to the library, which is published 
by the Cambridge University Press at 6s. net per annum. The 
University Press also publish the catalogues of many of the special 
collections in the library. 

The catalogues of the manuscripts in many of the College 
Libraries have been compiled by the Provost of King's, Dr. Montague 
Rhodes James, who has done much pioneer work in tracing the various 
manuscripts to their respective sources. 

THE LIBRARIAN AS A HUMAN BEING.* 
By JAMES D. STEWART, Islington Public Libraries. 

○ ○ ○ 

WE are accustomed nowadays to look upon Librarianship as a 
more or less systematised series of technical methods, and to 
ignore the infinitely more interesting human side. Our 

professional journals and text-books are a Sahara of specialised detail, 
method, and mechanism, with only an occasional oasis of humor or 
human nature. So it is with the greater pleasure that I turn to a 
volume of essays and sketches by Mr. Edmund Lester Pearson that 
has arrived from across the Atlantic. Even years of experience of the 
awesome sterility of the present-day American professional journals 
cannot make me hesitate ; for Mr. Pearson it was who evolved the 
classic character of Jared Bean and presented us with his delightful 
Old Librarian's Almanack. 

There are fourteen essays or sketches in this present little volume 
of his, each dealing with an ordinary every-day aspect of library work, 
and dealing with it in a charmingly sympathetic and humorous fashion. 
And, in spite of the fact that he describes no method and invokes no 
code of rules, I have learned more about the working of American 
*The Library and the Librarian, by Edmund Lester Pearson. (The 

Librarian's Series, edited by J. C. Dana and H. W. Kent ; No. 2) 
1910. 8vo, pp. 82. The Elm Tree Press, Woodstock, Vermont, 
U.S.A. Price 
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libraries from this book than from the professed text-books—more, that 
is, about the little things that really matter. 

The titles of these sketches will serve to give some indication 
of the variety of subjects dealt with : " T h e Librarian in fiction," ; 
"Librarians and readers" ; "098 , " a fantasy on a diabolical owner of 
priceless imaginary books ; " T h e President of the Board," a visit 
from the American prototype of the Chairman of the Libraries 
Committee ; " T h e Childen's librarian versus Huckleberry F inn" ; 
" T h e Catalogue beautiful," a description of a yet unborn card-
catalogue in which the subjects and headings are enlivened by apt 
poetical quotations; "Mrs . Pomfret Smith," a common type of enthu
siastically illiterate feminine pest ; " M y t h " ; " P o e m by Miss Patterson," 
a gently satirical versification of the activities of the children's librarian; 
"That girl at the library" ; " T h e man behind the encyclopaedia" ; 
" A n amateur's notions of boy's books" ; " T h e square peg," an account 
of efforts to obtain a post in a library ; and "Meeting the public." 

Many pages cry aloud for quotation, but I must content myself 
with but few extracts. One apt description in "Librarians and readers" 
of a particular type of earnest seeker after knowledge, however, tempts 
me to a fairly lengthy quotation. " T h e reader who wants imaginary 
books appears in various forms. Sometimes he is of that familiar type, 
dear to the heart of all librarians, who wants 'a red book.' Or it may 
be ' a brown book,' but that is the limit of his information about it. He 
had it a year ago and he wants to read it again. What was the title? 
That, he doesn't remember. Who wrote it ? Oh, he never knew that. 
What was it about ? Oh, about a lot of things ; it was full of information. 
He does wish he could get it. You must have it around here some
where—it was about so high. And he indicates with his hands the not 
very unusual height, known (in old times) as duodecimo. Some time or 
other there will be a librarian with a testy disposition and a strong right 
arm, and he will deal with this man. The accumulated and righteous 
wrath of years will be visited upon him. The librarian will grab him 
by the throat and run him back to the nearest wall and bang his head 
against it — hard. 'You wearisome ass !' he will say : 'suppose you 
went to a city of half a million inhabitants, and went up to a policeman 
at the station and told him that you wanted to see a man who lived 
there. And that you didn't know the man's name, nor his house, nor 
his business. And that all you knew about him was that he wore a 
blue suit, or maybe a black one, and that he was five or six feet tall. 
Wouldn't that policeman ring for the patrol and have you before an 
expert in lunacy pretty quick ? Well, here goes for you ! The door ? 
No, the window, by the shade of Sir Thomas Bodley ! Heads, below 
there ! ' And out the man would go. That librarian would lose his 
job, and he would be held up to reprobation as woefully lacking in 
library ideals, and he would be openly denounced everywhere. But 
five thousand of his colleagues would gather in secret and they would 
send him an illuminated address, and vote each one to give a month's 
salary, and thereby they would collect $900, and they would send him 
that, and they would pray for him every night, too." 
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Two extremely sane and forcible, and at the same time humorous 
defences of full-blooded and "live" books for boys are the articles 
entitled "The Children's librarian versus Huckleberry Finn " a n d " An 
Amateur's notions of boy's books." Advocates of the modem namby-
pamby cult, typified by the "Little brothers in feathers and fuzz" class 
of book, will do well (for the sake of their self-sufficiency) to avoid 
these two essays. But to the ordinary man or woman they are refreshing. 

"Myth," is an equally invigorating onslaught upon those 
wonderful librarians of old times who used to reply to any query after 
this fashion : "You go upstairs, and turn into the fourth alcove on the 
right hand side. Look at the shelves on the left, and count three 
from the top ; take down the seventeenth book from the right—it is 
the twenty-sixth from the left. Open it at page fourteen hundred and 
sixty seven, which is the left hand one. Run down the page until you 
come to line twenty-three. You will find there exactly what you 
want !" We have all heard of this librarian, and must agree with Mr. 
Pearson that he is still a fearful nuisance to those of us who are only 
mortal. 

A particularly interesting account of a (more or less) typical day's 
work in a lending library, is entitled "That girl at the library." It 
purports to be an extract from the diary of a girl assistant, and I can 
recommend it to the ever-growing proportion of these "litery ladies" 
in this country. "The man behind the encyclopædia" is a similar 
account from a male "reference librarian." Most of us who have 
experienced reference work will recognize these feelings : "It is not 
surprising if a neophyte reference librarian taking his seat in the 
reading-room and looking to see Professor Harnack rush in with an 
abstruse question in Chaldaic transliteration, is somewhat disgusted 
when a schoolboy enters and asks for last week's Puck. He need not 
despair—some puzzles worthy of his mental furniture will come to him 
before long, and ever)' bit of information that he ever gathered 
anywhere will be of use. Much that he studied in the library school 
about foreign bibliography will be of service to him, once every five 
years or so ; many things that he reads in the morning paper he will 
need to use that same day. Both matters are important. It would be 
a grievous thing if he could not talk among his colleagues of 'Antonio 
Vetus,' 'Petzholdt,' and 'Brunet,'as if those gentlemen were in the 
habit of dropping in to tea every day or so. And it would be a bad 
thing for his own work if he were not informed upon the questions of 
the day." Mr. Pearson's half-dozen sentences convey more than as 
many pages of "duties" and "instructions." 

As may be gathered from these various extracts—torn from their 
setting though they be—this book is distinguished by its humour and 
its sound common sense. It is a manual of the human nature of 
librarianship, and though the foibles of librarians as well as of readers 
furnish its theme, its humour is always kindly. 
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"P—— L—— R——." 
A n Incident Occasioned by the Publication of a Recent Book. 

○ ○ ○ 

A L I T T L E apart from the playground of the children in the 
beautiful demesne of Victoria Park, an individual romantic in 
appearance, attracted the attention of one of the park keepers 

by his extraordinary behaviour. He was reading out of a small blue 
book, with an extatic expression on his face; now perusing the book, 
now uttering a gurgling note which seemed to indicate inexpressible 
satisfaction, and now perusing the sky. When a passer-by came near, 
the man drew off his hat, bowed with profound gravity, hooked his arm 
in that of the stranger, pointed with a finger on the hand of the 
unoccupied arm to the book, and commenced a corybantic caper 
around his hearer. This process having been repeated several times 
to the obvious embarrassment of the public, the keeper decided to 
interfere. Immediately the reader fixed his glittering blue eye on the 
keeper, seized him by the arm, and read rapidly :— 

" L e t there be a scrapping and bonfire of all the old Acts." 
He commenced to dance again. 

The keeper looked at the book. It consisted apparently of 
half-an-inch of text on each page. He turned over the leaves. Page 
75 presented the words "Public Library Reform" and nothing else ; 
on page 41 he learned that " a department must have a head and other 
officers"; on page 91 again he met a blank with the words "Public 
Library Reform." 

He was puzzled. There was nothing to suggest excitement except 
the fact that a man who had paid five shillings for a book which was 
two-thirds blank paper might be supposed to have reasonable ground 
for irritation. But the reader, who had endured the book being out of 
his hand for this brief examination with evident effort, now snatched it 
eagerly and recommenced his extatic gurgle :— 

" O , the sixth day of September ! 
O day of shining name, 

More glorious to remember 
Than the fifth day of November 

When Guy Fawkes won his fame." 
The park keeper's alarm increased. 
" T h e above is my birth-date, but anyone else's birthday will 

answer just as well ! " warbled the individual. 
The park keeper left him abruptly, and called the policeman on 

duty at the park entrance. The man of law came. Immediately the 
individual transferred his attentions to the policeman and chanted :— 

"Knowledge came forward to do battle with ignorance, and cut 
off the head of the Philistine with his gleaming sword—the Public —." 
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The last word was lost in gurgle and dance. The policeman 
formed his conclusions rapidly, and placing a protecting hand gently 
on the reader's arm, urged him with effective persuasion in the 
direction of the nearest police station. 

Dishevelled, but with a triumphant expression, the individual still 
clung to the small blue volume as he faced the magistrate on the 
morrow. He held it above his head, and, gazing upward at it, 
reverently murmured :—"'Twas written by my friend, William Weare, 
the light of Stepney, the prophet of the coming day." The magistrate, 
who was as intelligent as magistrates usually are, diagnosed the case 
as one of "drunk and disorderly," and was about to dispose of it, 
when the individual, laying down the book with an impressive gesture, 
drew from his pocket a manuscript. 

"Hearken !" he said to the astonished magistrate. Then he 
commenced to read :— 

" I walk down Piccadilly, 
With an orchidaceous lily 

To perfume the expanses of my satin-flowered vest ; 
While in speechless veneration, 
And reverent adoration 
Of my exalted station 
As pillar of the nation, 

The intellectual policeman lifts his finger to his crest. 

"For I from courses sinister, 
And idleness and rust, 

Am now a royal minister, 
In whom the people trust ; 

By winsome speech and scribery 
Museum and Art Gallery 

I rule, and rule each Library, 
And draw five thousand salary. 

"An eastern sage transcendent, 
With a gospel all resplendent 

Awakened into opal gleams the legislature drear ; 
Now lord of Piccadilly 
Champagne replaces skilly, 
While from John O'Groat's to Scilly 
I sing the praise of Willie, 

Who sent me to the Cabinet with thousands five a year. 

" T h e merry young librarians 
With matrimonial bent, 

Lead altarwards their Mary Anns 
With quite enough for rent ; 

While in my new protectorate, 
' T i s told from Gath to Gilead, 

Each chief for his directorate 
Five hundred has since Willie led." 
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At this point the mystification of the Court, which had been 
growing more and more intense, was irradiated with a glow of May-like 
illumination. Being merely magisterial in mind, and knowing nothing 
of modern poetry, the Bench could not be expected to understand the 
reader's remark, "What 's good eneugh for Austin is good enough for 
me," * and ordered the individual to be remanded for a week in order 
that enquiry "might be made into the state of his mind ; but in spite of 
the efforts of two portly policemen, he chanted in a loud tone, dancing 
along the dock meanwhile :— 

' Then sing ye paste-pot pliers, 
Ye scribes and classifiers, 

And let your cataloguing dens resound with melody ; 
Ye now have furs and motors, 
Ye now are plural voters, 
Proud intellect promoters, 
No more ye sup on bloaters, 

For one, seven, five per annum has your Willie brought to ye ! ' 
He was then removed struggling, still clinging to the small blue 

volume, and gurgling feebly :— 
"Wake up Parliament ! it's up against you to take the Public 

Library in hand and redeem your parental character." 

CARMEN WEARENSIS. 

THE LITERATURE OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 
○ ○ ○ 

AF T E R a considerable delay, caused by a variety of circumstances, 
the library world has at last obtained possession of a book which 
should prove of the utmost value to everyone connected with 

the profession. Mr. H . G. T. Cannons, the borough librarian of 
Finsbury, has just issued his elaborate and complete Bibliography of 
Library Economy: a classified index to the professional periodical 
literature relating to library economy, printing, methods of publishing, 
copyright, bibliography, etc. (London: Stanley Russell & Co. 1910. 
Price 7s. 6d. net) which should prove indispensable to every library 
worker. In the compass of 44S pages, Mr. Cannons has indexed with 
great industry and accuracy, 48 British and American library periodicals 
and other publications under the following main classes :— 

* We have been exercised in mind over this reference ; but turning up the 
files of newspapers at the very beginning of the century, we find that the Poet 
Laureate, in writing an ode on some heroic deed in the Boer War, made the 
words "blench meant" rhyme with "entrenchment," and this probably was 
the prisoner's justification for the rhyme he had just perpetrated.—ED. 
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A. Library Associations, Clubs, Commissions, Schools and 
Conferences. 

B. Library Legislation. 
C. Library History and Description. 
D. Architecture, Planning, Furniture and Fittings. 
E. Library Organisation and Administration. 
F. Library Extension. 
G. Books. 
H. Classification. 
I. Cataloguing. 
J. Indexing. 
K. Bookbinding. 
L. Bibliography. 
M. Printing. 
N. Publishing. 
O. Copyright. 

Under each of those classes, Mr. Cannons has arranged a series of 
numbered divisions in which the literature of each subject is collected. 
For example : Class H. Classification has the following divisions as set 
out in the Key to the Classification. 

H1. Classification—Bibliography. 
H2. General. 
H3. Schemes, General. 
H4. Special, Adjustable. 
H4-1. Arts and Science, Congress Scheme. 
H5. Bacon. 
H6. Bonazzi. 
And so on. 

Turning up " H 5 . Bacon" on page 322, we find two articles on his 
scheme, one in 1897, in The Library and the other in The Library 
Assistant in 1902. The arrangement under subject headings is 
chronological, and thus it is shown that in this index we have a very 
complete bibliography of library periodical literature in English from 
1876 to 1909. To show the appearance of one of the subject headings, 
the following is reproduced at random from the group of divisions 
dealing with "Librarianship:" 

E33. Library Garment. 
1890. Dennis (H. J.), Library garment, L.J. (15) 293. 
1908. Frost (M.), Dress in the library, ill. L.W. (10) 182-184. 

Chambers (\V. G.), Dress in the library, L.W. (11) 242. 
1909. Communication concerning dress in the library, L.W. (11) 

323-324. 
The lists of articles under each heading seem very full and complete, 
and reference is rendered easy to any particular topic by the provision 
of a large index. Altogether, Mr. Cannons must be congratulated on 
having compiled an invaluable addition to library literature, which will 
long remain a standard work of reference, and which should be on the 
shelves of every library. 
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The publishers cannot be complimented unreservedly on at least 
two matters. The binding of the book is the most hopelessly rusticated 
piece of work we have seen for years ; and the insertion ad nauseum 
of the names of advertisers under all sorts of subject headings in the 
body of the work is little short of an impertinence. These lists swell 
the book to at least half as much again as it should have been; they 
are misleading because imperfect; and they have no right to be 
inserted in a bibliographical index of this kind. If a new edition is 
called for, these advertisements should be ruthlessly expunged. 

NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 
By R. A. PEDDIE. 

○ ○ ○ 

XXXIII.—RUSSIA. 
The bibliography of Russian books is difficult and not very complete. 
For the works published up to the year 1813, the principal authority is : 

Sopikov (V. S.). Opuit Rossiiskoi bibliographii. 5 vol. 
Saukpeterburg, 1813-21. 8vo. 

Vol. I. is devoted to books printed in the Church Slavonic type and is 
arranged in class order. Vols. II.-V. contain a catalogue of books in 
Russian to 1813 arranged by authors. A new edition of the work was 
issued in 1904-06 with corrections. 

Sopikov (V. S.), Opuit Rossiiskoi bibliographii. Redaktsiya, 
primyechaniya dopolneniya i ukazatel V. N. Rogozhina. 5 vol. 

Saukpeterburg, 1904-06. 8vo. 
The arrangement is the same as in the earlier edition. The want of a 
subject index to these volumes was met by the issue of 

Morozov (P. O.). Alphavitnuii ukazatel imen avtorov pere-
vodchikov ezdatelei i drugikh lits, upominaemuikh v "Opuitye 
Rossiiskoi bibliographii" V. Sopikova (I., II.-V.). 

Saukpeterburg, 1876. 8vo. 
This contains alphabetical author and subject indexes to the Russian 
section of Sopikov. 
Another index was published in 1900. 

Rogozhin (V. N.). Ukazatel k "Opuitu Rossiiskoi biblio
graphii" V. S. Sopikov. Moskva, 1900. 8vo. 

This is similar to Morozov's work, but slightly more elaborate. 
For the period 1813-1825 there appears to be no complete 

bibliography, but from 1825 Mezhov's work holds the field. 
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Mezhov (S. I.). Sistematipcheskii katalog Russkim knigam, 
1825·1869. Saukpeterburg, 1869. 8vo. 

—— 1869. This supplement also contains additions for 
the years 1867-1868. Saukpeterburg, 1870. 8vo. 

—— 1870. Saukpeterburg, 1871. 8vo. 
—— 1871-1873. Saukpeterburg, 1873. 8vo. 
—— 1873-1874. Saukpeterburg, 1875. 8vo. 
—— 1875-1876. Saukpeterburg, 1877. 8vo. 

With this last supplement to Mezhov, the series of volumes of Russian 
bibliography comes to an end and we have to rely after 1876 on the 
trade bibliographies which generally only contain annual indexes 
rather than annual catalogues. 

An attempt has been made recently to deal with the whole of 
Russian bibliography on an elaborate scale by Bezgin, whose work is, 
however, so curiously planned that it is difficult to describe, and more 
difficult to consult. 

Bezgin (I. G.). Opisanie bsekh Russkikh knig i povremen-
nuix izdanii. Saukpeterburg, 1905, etc. 8vo. 

The work is issued in twelve series running contemporaneously. 
Series I. deals with the period 1708-1799 and series II.-XII. deal with 
the eleven decades between 1800 and 1909. Up to the present no 
series has been completed but it is stated that when this occurs indexes 
will be provided. 

M900 + X050. 
○ ○ ○ 

[Personal and other paragraphs intended for this column should be sent 
to the Editor, Library World, c/o LIBRACO LTD., 60, Wilson 
Street, London, E.C., not later than the 10th of the month.] 

THE new Worthing Public Library has not been able to open its 
children's reading-room owing to lack of funds, and the com
mittee has therefore adopted the suggestion of Miss Marion 

Frost, the librarian, to transfer the magazines from the first floor to the 
unused children's room on the ground floor, and in course of time to 
use the upper room for storing the collection of Sussex books and 
prints. This will no doubt add to the attractiveness of this already 
popular Worthing institution. 
THE report of the Ottawa Public Library for 1910 shows a total 
circulation of 212,933, an increase of 19,117 over the preceding 
year. Of the total, 134,496 consisted of adult fiction, 28,254 of juvenile 
fiction, and 50,183 of non-fiction. Two school branches were opened 
during the year, and ten school libraries. Forty reading lists were 
published in the newspapers ; 6,617 volumes were added to the library, 
including 2,117 gifts; total in library 42,550; twenty-eight societies 
and clubs held 165 meetings in the library during the year. 
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M R . W. J. PHILLIPS, of the Glasgow Public Libraries, has published 
with Messrs. Geo. Routledge & Sons, Ltd., a volume in their Miniature 
Reference Library entitled Dates and facts from the earliest times to 1910, 
which contains a large number of the most frequently wanted facts in 
history. The selection of events to be chronicled is necessarily limited 
but we should have expected to see the Massacre of Glencoe 
commemorated rather than the comparatively unimportant Battle of 
Glencoe in the South African War. 
SIR EDWARD MAUNDE THOMPSON, G.C.B., the late director and 
principal librarian of the British Museum, was presented with his 
portrait, painted by Sir E. J. Poynter, on March 8th, at a meeting held 
at the British Museum, in the presence of a large gathering of the 
trustees and staff of the museum and of his personal friends. 
T H E Corporation of Manchester have decided to erect a temporary 
building on the site of the old infirmary, at a cost not exceeding 
£4,000, for a reference library. 

T H E death occurred last month, at his residence in Oxford, of Mr. 
Thomas Hanwood, formerly librarian of the Public Library. Mr. 
Harwood, who was in his seventy-eighth year, had been ill for about 
seven months. 
T H E eminent service rendered to the cause of education in Worcester 
by Mr. Thomas Duckworth, the chief librarian, has been recognised by 
the Library Committee and City Council, who have increased his 
salary from £250 to £275 per annum, after passing high eulogies on 
his valuable and efficient work. 
T H E adoption of the open access system for the Eastbourne Public 
Library has been approved by the Council, after an amusing discussion. 

MR. JOSEPH A. CLUBB, D . S C . has been appointed curator of the 
Liverpool Museums in place of Dr. H. O. Forbes (retired on a pension). 
Mr. Peter Entwistle has been appointed deputy curator. 

FRENCH PUBLIC L I B R A R I E S . — D u r i n g the course of a debate in the 
Chamber of Deputies on the Estimates for the Ministry of Public 
Instruction, several members drew attention to the absence of adequate 
facilities for readers in the principal Public Libraries. In particular 
the rectangular proportions of the reference room at the Bibliotheque 
Nationale were contrasted with the circular and more convenient shape 
of the corresponding room at the British Museum. It was complained 
that while in London readers could easily obtain ordinary works of 
reference within a few minutes, half-an-hour or an hour frequently 
elapsed before books of this kind could be procured at the Bibliothèque 
Nationale. As the French National Library was unlighted, readers had 
to suspend work at 4 o'clock in winter and at 6 o'clock in summer. 
While the British Museum had compiled its general catalogue between 
1881 and 1900, and was keeping it up to date on a practical system, 
the French catalogue, which was begun in 1882, had only reached the 
fourth letter of the alphabet. Unless, therefore, readers were able 
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themselves to supply all the requisite indications they were frequently 
compelled to go away empty-handed. The Government was accordingly 
invited to devote exclusively to the compilation of the general catalogue 
the annual credit of £4,000 which had been voted for this purpose. 
The question of lighting the Bibliothèque Nationale is to be referred to 
the Managing Committee. 

The necessity of modernizing the arrangements at the University 
Library of Sainte Geneviève was likewise discussed. It was further 
insisted that the valuable diocesan and other manuscript records 
preserved in municipal libraries, some of which, as in the case of the 
Autun records, date back to the fifth and sixth centuries, should no 
longer be exposed to the risks of being transported to Paris for purposes 
of research, but should in future be consulted on the spot.—Times. 

EDWARD MCKNIGHT. 
○ ○ ○ 

WE regret to have to announce the sudden death of Edward 
McKnight, librarian of Chorley, who died in London on 
March 4th after an operation for cancer in the throat. 

When it became known that Mr. McKnight was seriously ill, a 
subscription was promptly opened among his many friends in 
Lancashire, and he was sent to a nursing home in London where the 
skill of the best specialists was procured, but unfortunately without 
avail. He was born at Ince, near Wigan on September 7th, 1877, and 
when about fourteen years of age, entered the Wigan Public Library as 
an assistant under Mr. H. T. Folkard. He afterwards went to Carlisle as 
senior assistant, and in May, 1899, was appointed the first librarian of 
Chorley. He was a very studious and earnest young librarian, and 
wrote many papers on professional subjects, most of which were 
helpful to other students of librarianship. He was greatly interested in 
the Pilgrim Fathers of whose homes and ancestry he had collected 
much information. He published a monograph on "Myles Standish, 
the captain of Plymouth," and was a keen student of local antiquarian 
matters of all kinds. His chief work as a librarian was his secretary
ship of the North-West Branch of the Library Association, which he 
conducted with much energy and ability, making the branch the most 
important provincial body of its kind. He was greatly liked by his 
colleagues both in Lancashire, London, and all over the country, and 
his untimely death will be mourned by all who knew him. In spite of 
his unassuming and quiet manner, Mr. McKnight had great force of 
character and tenacity of purpose, and generally succeeded in gaining 
his point. His loss is a serious one to the library profession in 
England, which can ill afford to lose any of the brighter spirits among 
the younger men. 
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"LIBRARY WORLD" NOTES AND NEWS. 
○ ○ ○ 

TH E February issue of The Printing Art, a high class American 
journal devoted to the graphic arts, published by the University 
Press of Cambridge, U.S.A., contains a comprehensive article 

on "English Decorative End-papers," by Mr. Geo. A. Stephen (of the 
St. Pancras Public Libraries), joint-author of the Manual of Library 
Bookbinding. In an editorial note the article is described as " o n e 
that is full of suggestions for the designer of books as well as 
commercial literature," having " a wealth of fine illustration." 

LIBRARY STAFF CLUBS. 
○ ○ ○ 

[The Editor will be pleased to receive announcements and reports from 
Library Clubs and similar organizations for publication in this 
department. Matter should be sent not later than the 15th of 
each month.] 

ISLINGTON LIBRARIES CLUB. 

A LARGE meeting of the Islington Libraries Club was held at the 
Central Library, on February 6th, when a discussion took place 
on the subject : "Should bachelors be taxed ?" 

Miss Lilian Hall took the affirmative and Miss May Turner the 
negative side, and the arguments on both papers were presented with 
much humour and effectiveness, the affirmative side being largely an 
appeal to the sentimental feelings of bachelors, and injunctions to them 
to perform their duty to the State by getting married as soon as possible. 
On the negative side the historical arguments were fairly presented and 
particularly the somewhat unanswerable one that no great State either 
in ancient or modern times had thought it worth while imposing such a 
tax except in a few temporary cases of urgency. Miss Turner also 
rather scoffed at the marriage state, which she said, to be realized in 
perfection should be "one sweet harmonious song," and like one of 
Mendelssohn's—without words. The discussion which followed was 
exceedingly interesting and humorous and various suggestions were 
put forward for making a bachelor realize his woeful state. One 
proposal was that courting licenses should be issued to young men which 
policemen would be empowered to ask for so as to check the name of 
the young man's companion with that engrossed on the license. Another 
suggestion was that bachelors of a misogynist turn of mind should be 
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taxed at least 50 per cent. of their income, whilst married men or 
bachelors who intend to get married should only be taxed 10 per cent. 
of their income. On the other hand, it was argued that the flirtatious 
bachelor who was assidious in his attentions to ladies all round should 
be given a bonus by the State. It was also suggested that bachelors of 
both sexes who refused to get married alter the age of thirty should be 
compelled to adopt the surplus children of those who had married, and, 
in this way, perform a certain duty to the community. 

In addition to members of the Club, a number of visitors from 
other libraries attended and were entertained to coffee and cakes. 

The members of the club met together on Friday, March 3rd, at 
the North Branch Library, to discuss the question : " D o we learn more 
from reading or from observation ?" The debate was opened by 
papers by the Misses Edith A. Bromley and Olive E. Clarke. 
Miss Bromley, taking up the cudgels on behalf of reading, declared that 
as observation is so closely followed up by reading, and reading by 
observation, it is difficult to disentangle their effects. Reading forms 
such a part of modern daily life that more is learned from it than from 
observation, which may be described as a declining art. Children learn 
the majority of their lessons from books : there are many subjects about 
which nothing would be known if it were not for reading, and but little 
of the past or future. Observation cannot teach us anything of literature 
or kindred subjects. Not many can devote the whole of their time to 
the study of a particular subject, but it is possible to learn a great deal 
about that subject from books, and reading tends to quicken our powers 
of observation. 

Miss Clarke remarked that the power of observation was needed 
before the art of reading could be cultivated. Although the knowledge 
possessed by a person has been gained unconsciously, and consists of a 
series of impressions received by the mind from time to time and from 
various sources ; yet, all must agree that the deepest impression is that 
which is received from observation. Observation will also change 
book-knowledge to true knowledge. One's own true knowledge is 
essentially the possession of facts gleaned from one's own experience, 
and not that which is gained from books or from any other source. If 
this distinction between the two kinds of knowledge is recognized, the 
case for observation is won. By observation, much elementary, every
day knowledge—such as how to walk, eat, speak—is acquired ; the 
mind is developed by observation, for it learns to act independently 
and not to blindly follow the lead of others. 

The papers were followed by a discussion in which it was pointed 
out that a knowledge of man could only be gained from observation ; 
that women were quicker of observation than men ; that it was often 
impossible to gain necessary knowledge by any means save reading ; 
and that there was a great difference between seeing and observation. 
The general opinion of the meeting was that it is not possible to divorce 
the two subjects. 
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LUTON LIBRARY CLUB. 

A CLUB has been formed by the staff of the Luton Public Library. 
The objects of the club are the advancement of the knowledge 
of Library Economy in general on the part of the members, the 

study of literature, and the promotion and maintenance of good feeling 
and esprit de corps amongst the members and the betterment of the 
Luton Public Library. 

An interesting programme of papers has been arranged to be given 
on the first and third Thursdays of each month. The programme is as 
follows :— 

1. Brief History of the Public Library Movement in Great Britain : 
Mr. T. E. Maw. 

2. Boots from the earliest times to the present day : Miss Ethel Ellcock. 
3. How to increase the usefulness of a Public Library in a town : Miss 

May Lines. 
4. Library Plans : Mr. T. E. Maw. 
5. Woman's Place in English Literature : Miss Maud E. Griffiths. 
6. " W h a t to read." The hundred best books and other attempts to 

settle the question : Miss M. Cunningham. 
7. Who wrote Shakespeare's plays : Mr. T. E . Maw. 
8. History of the Pianoforte : Miss Helena Leaver. 
9. Why read Dickens ? Miss Minnie Janes. 
In December the librarian gave two prizes for the best suggestions 

made for the betterment of the library. Twenty-one suggestions were 
received and read at a meeting of the club. 

LIBRARY REPORTS. 
○ ○ ○ 

Aberdeen. 26th Report, 1909-10. Stock 73,711 (Lending 
36,591 ; Reference 37,120), Borrowers 15,366. Volumes issued 
347,888 (Lending 294,584 ; Reference 53,304). 

Bradford . 40th Report, 1910. Stock 159,885. Borrowers 16,883. 
Volumes issued 809,041 (Lending 735,360 ; Reference 63,681). 

Br ighton. Report, 1910. Stock 72,197 (Lending 38,829; 
Reference 33,368). Borrowers 9,362. Volumes issued 436,242 
(Lending 243,989; Reference 192,253). 

Bury. 9th Report, 1909-10. Stock 21,837 (Lending 16,266 ; 
Reference 5,571) Borrowers 4,500. Volumes issued 136,334 (Lending 
117,573 ; Reference 18,761). 

F u l h a m , 22nd Report, 1909-10. Borrowers 96,169. Volumes 
issued 342,524. 

Hove. 18th Report, 1910. Stock 22,503 (Lending 14,574; 
Reference 7,929). Borrowers 5,765. Volumes issued 134,342 
(Lending 124,936; Reference 9,412). 

Hyde. 16th Report, 1910. Stock 14,464 (Lending 12,988; 
Reference 14,76). Borrowers 2,554. Volumes issued 68,427 (Lending 
62,898 ; Reference 5,529). 

W h i t e h a v e n . 22nd Report, 1910. Stock 10,457 (Lending 
7,947 ; Reference 2,510). Borrowers 825. Volumes issued (Lending 
22,419). No statistics are available for the Reference Library. 

D.R. 
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SOME NEW BOOKS. 
○ ○ ○ 

[Notes and descriptive accounts of a selection of recent publications 
of interest to the librarian book-buyer.] 

JOHN STUART BLACKIE. 

IN Notes of a Life, by John Stuart Blackie, edited by his nephew, 
A. Stodart Walker, we have a series of reminiscences, notes and 
opinions of this very versatile and lively Scotch professor of 

Greek. It is issued by Wm. Blackwood & Sons, at 6s. net, and is a 
book which ought to be in every library. The autobiography deals 
with Blackie's active life as a boy at Aberdeen, a student in Germany 
and Italy, and his immense interest in politics, Greek, Gaelic, Poetry, the 
Scottish highlands and many other subjects. There are notes on many 
eminent men of the period 1809-1882, and a bust portrait of Blackie 
in 1835. 

AËRONAUTICAL CLASSICS. 
Under the above title the aëronautical Society of Great Britain 

have commenced a series of reprints of scarce works on aviation at the 
cheap rate of 1s. each. The first two issued are Aerial Navigation, by 
Sir George Cayley [1809-10], and Aerial Locomotion by F. H. Wenham 
[1866]. Both are illustrated by portraits and diagrams. 

FRENCH CATHEDRALS. 
Mr. T. Francis Bumpus has increased the indebtednes of many 

ecclesiologists, architects, tourists and others, by issuing a companion 
to his other topographical works entitled The Cathedrals of Northern 
France, London : T. Werner Laurie [1911], price 6s. net, in which he. 
describes and fully illustrates the cathedrals north of a given line, with 
the exception of the Breton ones of Rennes, Quimper, Saint Brieuc 
and Vannes. As with all his works this one is full, accurate, 
interesting and well illustrated. Rouen, Chartres and Paris are very 
fully done. 

AN "EVERYMAN" ATLAS. 
A little book of great interest is A Literary and historical atlas of 

Europe, by J. G. Bartholomew, London: J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., 
1910. Price 1s. net. Within small limits, Dr. Bartholomew has 
contrived to pack an enormous mass of information on historical 
events of all kinds. There are coloured maps of every European 
country ; a brief survey of the English coinage ; line maps of the 
world's decisive battles, and of famous British battles ; and maps 
illustrating districts connected with famous books and their authors. 
Quite the best shilling's worth of its kind in existence, with an added 
value in a literary and historical gazetteer and an adequate index. 
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T H E CONSCRIPT. 
A new edition, illustrated by colour-plates, of Erckmann-Chatrian's 

The History of a Conscript of 1813. London : G. Bell & Sons, Ltd., 
1910. Price 3s. 6d. net is an exceedingly welcome addition to the 
stream of modern reprints. It has been illustrated by Lex de Renault, 
a fact only noted on the cover, and is the most desirable edition of 
this great naturalistic romance of war we have ever seen. 

T H E PILGRIMS' WAY. 
A new edition in octavo form, of Mr. Hilaire Belloc's The Old 

Road, London: Constable & Co., 1910. Price 7s. 6d. net, is very 
welcome, and should prove of great interest to those who failed to 
secure the quarto edition of 1904. Mr. Belloc writes in a charming 
and informing way of one of the most fascinating roads in the world— 
the Pilgrims' Way—from Winchester to Canterbury. 

GOLDSMITH. 
Mr. Frank Frankfort Moore has recently issued The Life of Oliver 

Goldsmith (London: Constable & Co., 1910, ill., 12s. 6d. net) which, 
while clearing his memory from certain aspersions of Boswell, also gives 
the reader a clear and excellent account of this picturesque literary 
bohemian. Mr. Moore very aptly sums up the careless and intermittent 
course of Goldsmith's life by asking a few' questions which have often 
occurred to students of English literature. "Being able to get a 
hundred guineas for a poem of five or six hundred lines, why did he 
not sit down and write one when The Traveller had given him fame ? 
When the publishers of The Vicar of Wakefield had made so much by 
its sale, why did he not sit down and write another novel instead of a 
History of England 1 When he could write such a comedy as She 
stoops to Conquer, why should he not have written eight others instead 
of the eight volumes of Animated Nature ? These are very pertinent 
questions, because no one can doubt Goldsmith's ability to produce 
imaginative works of genius instead of literary hack-work. Libraries 
are much indebted to the author for this interesting and able memoir. 

A ROMANCE OF T H E GARTER. 
The story of the institution of the Most Noble Order of the 

Garter and of the manner in which a woman became a Dame de la 
Fraternité de Saint George, is stirringly told in A Lady of the Garter. 
by Frank Hamel (London: Stanley Paul & Co., 1911 ; price 6s.). 
Lady Katherine Merivale spends her childhood and early girlhood with 
her father's retainers for playmates : in consequence, her head is filled 
with tales of knightly daring and her heart is bent on performing like 
deeds. At the king's behest she and her father attend the institution 
of the Order at Windsor, where the hero and the villain come into her 
life. Thenceforward, the tale is a tale of a woman's stratagems to 
defeat the villain, and act as the saviour of her lover on the battlefield 
during the war with France. The tale makes an appeal to those who 
wish for a good love story, to those who desire adventurous and stormy 
doings, and to those who call for pictures of the good old times. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 
○ ○ ○ 

NOTICE T O CANDIDATES FOR T H E LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS FOR 1911. 

CANDIDATES in Section II. , Bibliography, for which the following 
subject has been set for the essay, viz.: " T h e Literature relating 
to Library Associations in all Countries," are asked to note the 

following :—in view of the recent publication of the Bibliography of 
Library Economy by Mr. H. G. T. Cannons, special stress will be laid 
by the examiners on fulness of entries, annotations, and references to 
foreign libraries. 

T H E LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

TH E first meeting in the new rooms at 24, Bloomsbury Square, 
London, look place on Thursday, February 9th, when about 
twenty members and visitors, together with four or five students, 

attended. The occasion was the presentation by the President (Mr. F. 
G. Kenyon, Principal Librarian of the British Museum), of the 
certificates gained by students in the professional examinations of the 
Library Association last year. One diploma, several certificates, and 
one prize were awarded to the few students present, and the President 
then addressed the meeting in a practical and inspiring way, on the 
aspirations and duties of librarianship. The paper on Bookbindings, 
which should have been read by Mr. Cyril Davenport, was postponed 
owing to the author's illness, and instead, Mr. Jast, the secretary, read 
a very philosophical and somewhat hazy paper on "Books and 
Reading," which he had prepared for a reading circle elsewhere. It 
made an admirable stopgap, however, and succeeded in elicitating 
some interesting remarks on the subject from Messrs. Tedder, Peddie 
and Baker. Attention was drawn to the new series of lectures on 
elementary cataloguing and classification to be given at 24, Bloomsbury 
Square, by Messrs Prideaux and Jast, commencing as regards the 
former on February 15th, and the fee of 7s. 6d. for both courses was 
quoted, rightly, as being exceedingly cheap. 

The accommodation provided in the new premises consists of a 
cosy meeting room to seat comfortably about fifty people, and although 
rather low in the ceiling, has large windows at both ends which tend to 
ventilate the room. Adjoining this is an office for the staff, and on the 
floor below is an office for the typists. Midway between the two floors 
is a store room and a lavatory. The rooms are connected up by the 
telephone (Gerrard 611), and it is stated to be the intention of the 
Council to permit the meeting room to be used as a place of rendezvous 
for members. It ought, being so central, to be a great boon to 
country members, who can telephone to their friends, make appoint
ments, write letters, consult the official publications, and in many other 
ways make the rooms of service to themselves. 
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LECTURES ON CATALOGUING AND CLASSIFICATION. 

AN elementary course of twelve weekly lectures on "Cataloguing 
and Classification will be held at the rooms of the Library 
Association, 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C., on Wednesdays at 

6 p.m., beginning on the 15th February, 1911 ; six lectures on Cata
loguing will be given by Mr. W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. (librarian to the 
Reform Club Library) from 15th February to 22nd March, and six 
lectures on Classification by Mr. L. Stanley Jast (Borough Librarian, 
Croydon) from 29th March, 1911 to 3rd May, 1911. Fee for the 
twelve lectures 7s. 6d. 

The following subjects have been set for the essays to be submitted 
at the next examination :— 

SECTION I.—Literary History. "Lord Macaulay : the man and 
his work" ; of " John Ruskin : the man and his work." 

SECTION II.—Bibliography. " T h e literature relating to Library 
Associations in all countries." 

SECTION III.—Classification. " A comparison of the Classifica
tions of knowledge proposed by Aristotle, Francis Bacon, Auguste 
Comte, and Herbert Spencer." 

SECTION IV.—Cataloguing. " A Critical Account of the Aids 
necessary to the Annotator." 

SECTION V.—Library History and Organization. " T h e Libraries 
of Government Departments in England." 

SECTION VI.—Library Routine. " T h e advisability of placing all 
Records in a Municipal Library, the best means of preserving the same 
and making them accessible to the public." 

MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSISTANTS. 

TH E first annual meeting of the Midland branch of the Library 
Assistants' Association was held at Birmingham University 
recently, when Mr. H. W. Checketts (University Library) was 

appointed chairman for the ensuing year, Mr. W. E. Owen (Coventry 
Public Library) hon. secretary, and Mr. H. Grindle (Birmingham, 
Gostagreen, Library) hon. treasurer. 

Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A., librarian of the Ladies' College, 
Cheltenham, and correspondence teacher for the Library Association 
in library history, followed with an interesting address on the subject 
of lectures and examinations. 

T H E LIBRARY ASSISTANTS' ASSSOCIATION. 

ONE of the most important and successful meetings in the annals 
of this association was held on Wednesday, February 8th. For 
the first time in its history, the London Library was thrown 

open to visitors, and over a hundred members and friends took advant
age of the opportunity of exploring a library which has played no small 
part in the literary history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
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At 7.15 p.m. the visitors assembled, partook of the refreshments 
which were hospitably provided, and were conducted over the library 
by members of the staff; at 8 p.m. Sir Frank T. Marzials took the 
chair, and called upon Mr. C. T. Hagberg Wright, L.L.D., to deliver 
his address upon "Early Nineteenth Century Readers, and the Origin 
of the London Library." 

Dr. Wright gave a graphic, delicately humorous, and intensely 
interesting account of the educational and literary history of the early 
part of the nineteenth century, with its countless signs of enthusiasm 
and renaissance. He indicated the desire and the struggles of the 
lower classes for knowledge ; the results of which were the providing 
of a small grant for education in 1839, the multiplication of newspapers, 
the inauguration of the library movement and the rise of literary 
societies throughout the London boroughs, the publication of elemen
tary text-books, and the foundation of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Knowledge. 

With regard to the readers themselves, one is confronted at the 
outset by the fact that the majority of the memoirs of the early years of 
Victoria are aristocratic, not those of men of the working classes. The 
"thirties" marked a change in the history of society, and reading 
underwent modifications. Men and women read less and thought 
more than they do now ; the good to be got from reading is not in the 
facts we glean, but in the resonance it awakes in our minds. Fiction 
and poetry were largely read because they represented the feeling of the 
times so accurately : theology did not lack readers, and philosophy had 
its few serious devotees. 

The London Library came into being through the instrumentality 
of Carlyle, and it is the only monument to his practical side. The 
lending library was to meet the needs of the worker, scholar, and 
cultured reader : the restrictions to be placed on the loan of books 
were to be as few as possible ; books of an ephemeral or purely tech
nical character were excluded, and suggestions of readers were welcomed. 
In the beginning books were largely added for Carlyle. The Prince 
Consort gave many German works, and took a very great interest and a 
prominent part in the establishment of the library ; Gladstone prepared 
its first list of ecclesiastical literature, and Thackeray was twice auditor. 
On 24th May, 1841, the library was declared open, and in 1842 it had 
a stock of 14,000 books. 

At the close of the paper the president (Mr. Sayers) moved and 
Mr. Thome seconded a vote of thanks to Dr. Wright. A vote of 
thanks to Sir Frank T. Marzials was moved by Mr. Peddie and seconded 
by the hon. secretary (Mr. Coutts). 

O. E. C. 
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BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
MEETINGS OF THE ESSOCIATION. 

To be held during the Year ending October, 1911. 

December, 1910, Erdington. Mr. A. G. Burt : "Branch Libraries and Delivery 
Stations." Mr. E. W. Neesham: "Local Collections and Surveys." 

January, 1911, Handsworth. Social Gathering. 
March, 1911, Walsall. Mr. Walter Powell : " I s Close Classification desir

able ? " M r . Alfred Morgan : "Art Exhibitions in connection with 
Public Libraries." 

April, 1911, Malvern. Mr. W. Salt Brassington, F.S.A. : "Heraldic Ornament 
on English Bookbinding." Mr. A. T. Hancox : "The Function of the 
Newsroom." 

June, 1911, Bromsgrove Lickey. Summer Meeting. No business. Ladies 
invited. 

September, 1911, Cheltenham. Miss Ethel Fegan : "Early Fiction." Mr. G. 
Beetlestone : "Grangerizing." 

October, 1911, Birmingham. Annual Meeting. Election of Officers and 
Committee, and arrangements for next Session. 

The Committee of the Birmingham and District Library Associa
tion have pleasure in announcing that they have made arrangements 
for a course of lectures on classification, and a similar course on 
cataloguing, to be given at the Birmingham Reference Library, as 
follows : 

A course of five lectures on Classification, by Mr. Robert K. Dent, 
on successive Friday afternoons, commencing on Friday, 
February 24th, at Two o'clock. 

A course of five lectures on cataloguing, by Mr. Walter Powell 
(Deputy Librarian, Birmingham Public Libraries), on the 
same afternoons, commencing at Half-past Three o'clock. 

Fee for each course of five lectures, 5s., or 7s. 6d. for the 
combined course. The whole amount of these fees will be returned to 
each student who shall thereafter sit for the L.A. Examinations on these 
subjects. 

T H E LIBRARY ASSISTANTS' ASSOCIATION. 

BRUSSELS EXCURSION AND SCHOOL, EASTER, 1911. 

Programme. 

TH E Programme at Brussels will be as follows. Variations may 
be made to suit individual preferences. 

MORNINGS (except Sunday). 
10-11.30. Lectures at the Institut International de Bibliographic 

on the important classification, cataloguing, forms of registration, 
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documentation, filing, etc. These will be a revelation in method, and 
a key to the most important bibliographical activity in existence. The 
Lectures will be by the Directors, Messrs. Otlet and La Fontaine, and 
others. 

FRIDAY, 14TH. 

11.30-12.30. Visit to Palais de Justice. Finest building erected 
in the nineteenth century. 

12.30. Lunch. 

2.0. Visit to Hotel de Ville ; Jardin Botanique. 

SATURDAY, 15TH. 

12.33. Visit to Braine l'Alleud, from Midi station, arriving 1.8, 
whence the party will proceed to the Field of Waterloo, ascend the 
Lion Monument ; then walk over to La Haye Sainte (Napoleon's 
position) to Hugomont, and other important monuments o the battle
field.. Return 5.55 p.m., reaching Brussels 6.34 p.m., or 6.58, reaching 
Brussels 7.19. 

Evening. Reunion Concert Artistique. 

SUNDAY, 16TH. 

11 a.m. High Mass at Brussels Cathedral (Special choir and 
orchestra). 

Botanical Gardens. 

Afternoon. 
Tervueren. 
Bois de Cambre. 
Exposition de Livre. 

Evening. 
Palais d'Ete, etc. 

MONDAY 17TH. 

12.0. Lunch. 

1.13. Leave for Bruges arriving 2.35. Visit the famous Belfry, 
see the interesting and quaint canal streets, the Guildhall, Chapelle du 
Saint Sang, and other buildings. 

7.36 or 10.4 Leave for Ostend, arriving 10.27. 

10.58 Boat leaves Ostend for Dover, where members entrain for 
London, arriving Tuesday morning at Charing Cross, 5.43 a.m. 
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GENERAL. SIGHTS. 

Churches. The Cathedral ; Notre-Dame de la Chapelle ; Notre-
Dame du Sablon. 

Public Buildings. Palais des Beaux-Arts ; Musee d'Armes; 
Hotel de Ville ; Maison du Roi ; Palais de Justice. 

Libraries. Institut Solvay ; Bibliotheque National ; Technical 
Library ; Commercial Library ; Exposition des Livres. 

Ladies, special. Grand Bazaar ; Magazin de la rue Neuve, and 
other fine shops in that street. 

The Market should be seen one morning from 6 to 8 (in streets 
round Bourse, crossing to Marche aux Grains). 

All assistants, whether members of the Library Assistants' 
Association or not, are invited to join the party. Full particulars, 
regarding travelling, apartments and expenses, can be obtained from 
Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon, or 
from Mr. James D. Stewart, Islington Central Library, Holloway Road, 
London, N . Ladies are invited to communicate with Miss Olive E. 
Clarke, Islington Central Library, Holloway Road, London, N. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
○ ○ ○ 

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS' ASSOCIATION: EASTER 
EXCURSION & SCHOOL AT BRUSSELS. 

To the Editor of THE LIBRARY WORLD. 

SIR,—Will you permit us to inform your readers that the arrange
ments for the Easter Excursion to Brussels are well in hand, and to 
invite as many of them as possible to take advantage of them. The 
objective of the trip is to acquire a first-hand acquaintance with the 
important work of the Institut International de Bibliographie, which 
will play an important part in the future of bibliography, and therefore 
of librarianship. The Institut welcomes us cordially. 

The excursion will leave London on Thursday, April 13th, at 
9 p.m., and the return will be made on Monday evening. The Belgian 
State Railways offer specially reduced fares from London, and the 



288 THE LIBRARY WORLD. 

whole expenses will be as small as possible, and, it is hoped, within the 
reach of most librarians and assistants. Boarding houses recommended 
by English librarians will be selected for the party. Ladies will be 
welcomed ; a number have already joined. 

As it is necessary to make arrangements early, we shall be glad to 
receive names at once. Particulars, programmes, etc., will be sent to 
those who apply to either of the undersigned. The opportunity is a 
unique one of seeing a charming city at an interesting time of the year. 

W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, Croydon Central Library. 
JAMES D. STEWART, Islington Central Library. 

Hon. Secretaries. 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION. 

To the Editor of THE LIBRARY WORLD. 

SIR,—Will you kindly announce in your next issue that the 1911 
examination of the Library Association is fixed for week, May 
15th to 20th. 

Monday, 15th. Section III. Classification ; 
Tuesday, 16th. Section IV. Cataloguing ; 
Wednesday, 17th. Section V. Library Organization ; 
Thursday, 18th. Section VI. Library Routine ; 
Friday, 19th. Section I. Literary History ; 
Saturday, 20th. Section II . Bibliography. 

Yours faithfully, 
The Public Library, Eltham. ERNEST A. BAKER. 


